
To: 
Mr. Ehud Barak, Minister of Defense 
Mr. Matan Vilnai, Deputy Minister of Defense 
 
We have learned that since the year 2000 there has been a blanket ban preventing 
residents of the Gaza Strip from traveling to the West Bank for studies. The ban is 
universal and applies to any student wishing to study in the West Bank, including 
residents of the Gaza Strip who have never been accused of posing any security threat 
whatsoever. 
The ban has dealt a severe blow to higher education in Gaza and to society at large, 
especially considering the fact that the study of vital professions, such as occupational 
therapy, dentistry, physical therapy, speech therapy and health system management is 
offered only in the West Bank and not in the Gaza Strip. The ban means that residents of 
Gaza are deprived of the possibility of becoming dentists, physical therapists and 
occupational therapists. Therefore, restricting the access to studies also severely restricts 
the access of the public in Gaza to the health and welfare systems which are supposed to 
be provided by graduates of higher education institutions. 
 
We have learned that in a Supreme Court judgment from August 2007 in a petition filed 
by Gisha (HCJ 11120/05 Hamdan v. OC Southern Command) the Court did not overturn 
the ban, but it ruled that the State should establish a mechanism "to deal individually with 
cases whose resolution could have positive humane consequences". 
 
We, the undersigned academics and cultural figures, emphasize the importance of 
education for the development of a prosperous civil society. We believe that academic 
and professional training are vital for the well-being and growth of Palestinian society 
and the personal development of each young person who wishes to better him or herself. 
Allowing our Palestinian neighbors to build a thriving and peace-seeking civil society is 
clearly an Israeli interest. 
 
We believe that the blanket ban preventing residents of Gaza from studying in the West 
Bank is disproportionate and should be canceled. Instead of this ban, we ask that young 
people be allowed to access their places of study subject to individual security checks of 
their applications, and that, at the very least, the defense minister establish a mechanism 
for individual review of cases whose resolution could have positive humane 
consequences. 


