
Category Language of the Procedure 
Removed segment 
Added segment 

The change 

Chronic 
patients 

A resident of Gaza who suffers from an 
ongoing (chronic) medical condition 
which requires assistance by a family 
member who is a resident of the Judea 
and Samaria Area, and who has no 
other family member (not necessarily 
of the first degree) (of the first* or 
second* degree) who is a resident of 
Gaza who is able to assist the patient. 
Where needed, the nature and scope 
of the relationship with other 
relatives in the Gaza Strip will be 
examined. 

No real change. The new 
procedure seems to remove 
some minor obstacles that stood 
in the way of residents wishing to 
file an application under the 
procedure. In practice, the added 
phrase "the nature and scope of 
the relationship with other 
relatives in the Gaza Strip will be 
examined" makes the 
amendment meaningless and 
allows the situation to remain as 
it has been. 

Orphans A minor resident of Gaza who is under 
16 years old, where one of his parents, 
who was a resident of Gaza, passed 
away and the other parent is a resident 
of the Judea and Samaria Area and 
there is no other family relative who is 
a resident of Gaza who is able to take 
the minor under his wings. In the event 
that it is necessary, the nature and 
scope of the existing relationship with 
the parent who is a resident of the 
Judea and Samaria Area shall be 
examined in relation to the degree, 
nature and scope of the relationship 
with other family relatives. In Gaza. On 
this matter, the nature and scope of 
the relationship with other relatives in 
the Gaza Strip will be examined. 

Elderly 
individuals 
in need of 
nursing 
care 

An elderly person (above the age of 
65) who is a resident of Gaza and who 
is in need of nursing care by a family 
member of the first degree who is a 
resident of the Judea and Samaria 
Area, who can assist him and there is 
no other family member of the first 
degree who is a resident of Gaza who 
can assist him. In the event that it is 
necessary, the nature and scope of the 
existing relationship with the family 



relative who is a resident of the Judea 
and Samaria Area shall be examined in 
relation to the nature and scope of the 
relationship with other family 
relatives in Gaza shall be examined. 

Catch-all 
clause 

The coordinator of Government 
Activities in the Territories is vested 
with the discretion to examine every 
application for settlement on its merits 
and according to the concrete 
circumstances of the application, even 
if it does not fit within one of the three 
alternatives listed in paragraph 10 (the 
three alternatives listed above), 
provided that it falls in line with 
paragraph 9 above. (which limits 
settlement applications only to cases 
involving immediate relatives) 
provided that the applicant is a first or 
second degree relative of the West 
Bank resident and that the application 
raises exceptional humanitarian 
circumstances due to which the 
applicants are no longer able to 
continue living in the Gaza Strip. It is 
clarified that marriage or parenthood 
of shared children will not, as the sole 
grounds, be considered exceptional 
humanitarian circumstances 
warranting settlement in the Judea 
and Samaria Area. 

Improvement 
The catch-all clause in the new 
procedure allows Gaza residents 
who are considered to be 
exceptional humanitarian cases 
and do not meet the above 
criteria to file an application even 
if the relative in the West Bank is 
not an immediate relative, but 
rather a relative of the second 
degree. 

 
On the other hand family ties 
remain outside the scope of 
"humanitarian circumstances" in 
the new procedure as well and 
this restriction is now expressly 
articulated in the catch-all clause. 

*First degree relatives: Husband or wife, parents of minor children, minor children, 
and elderly parents above the age of 65 
*Second degree relations: Grandparents, grandchildren 

 


