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“cutting trade and investment — meant to punish Hamas — has also hurt the small Gazan
middle class and others who would otherwise have the resources to stand up to groups like
Hamas. “

“The blockade has crushed Gaza’s commercial class and has increased the population’s
dependence on the Hamas-controlled government. As a result, Hamas’s power has grown,
particularly in relation to that of its rivals who have few economic assets”®
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e “6 Agricultural exports have been expanded and exports of furniture and textiles to
international markets have been approved. Now the Gazans must develop their export
markets abroad.” Report of the Government of Israel to the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee,
15.09.2011 (emphasis added)



